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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY FROM FOREIGN MINISTER 
MKAPA HANDED OVER BY FOREIGN MINISTRY NOON SATURDAY 7 MAY. THIS 
IS RESPONSE TO SECRETARY'S LETTER TO MKAPA (REFTEL) 

BEGIN TEXT 
HIS EXCELLENCY 
CYRUS VANCE, 

SECRETARY OF STATE, 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

WASHINGTON. 

DEAR MR. SECRETARY OF STATE, 

I HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF 3RD MAY, 1977 
CONCERNING THE FORTHCOMING CONTACTS IN VIENNA BETWEEN 
VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE AND MR. VORSTER. I WRITE TO SAY 
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HOW VERY MUCH I APPRECIATE YOUR THOUGHTFUL GESTURE OF 
LETTING ME KNOW OF THESE CONTACTS AHEAD OF OFFICIAL 
RELEASE OF THE NEWS. 

LET ME SAY THAT I AM ENCOURAGED AT THIS POINT IN 
TIME BY THE STAND OF YOUR GOVERNMENT ON THE QUESTION OF 
MAJORITY RULE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND THE NEED TO BRING TO 
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A SPEEDY END THE INHUMAN SYSTEM OF APARTHEID AND COLONIA 
LISM IN THAT PART OF OUR CONTINENT. I HAVE NOTED WITH 
GREAT SATISFACTION YORU GOVERNMENT'S PUBLIC COMMITMENT 
TO WORK FOR THIS TO COME BY. 

MY GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT THE UNITED STATES CAN 
PLAY A SIGNIFICANT PART IN PROMOTING FEEDOM, INDEPENDENCE 
AND POLITICAL JUSTICE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE ECONOMIES 
AND POLITICAL REGIMES IN THIS REGION HAVE HISTORICAL LINKS 
WITH WESTERN COUNTRIES. AND IN THE WESTERN WORLD, UNIED 
STATES COUNSEL IS NOT EASILY IGNORED. 

IN DIFFERENT WAYS OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS ARE APPLYING 
PRESSURES ON THE REGIMES IN RHODESIA, NAMIBIA AND SOUTH 
AFRICA FOR CHANGE IN THE DIRECTION OF LIBERATION ON THE 
BASIS OF MAJORITY RULE. I CONSTRUE VICE-PRESIDENT MONDALE'S 
FORTHCOMING TALKS AS PART OF THIS PRESSURE, AND WOULD HOPE 
THAT THEY WOULD PERSUADE MR. VORSTER TO THE IMPERATIVE 
NEED FOR HIS REGIME TO ABANDON ITS POLICY OF APARTHEID AND 
COLONIALISM. 

THE CORNERSTONE OF THE SOLUTION TO THE NAMIBIAN 
QUESTION IS UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 385. 

IT IS FOR ME REASSURING THAT CURRENT EFFORTS AT SPEEDING UP 
THE SOLUTION ARE BEING UNDERTAKEN WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 
THIS RESOLUTION, AND TO THE EXTENT THAT THEY ARE MADE IN 
THE SPIRIT OF THE RESOLUTION THEY DESERVE THE SUPPORT OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. 
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THE TREE PROBLEMS OF THE THREE COUNTRIES IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN ARE A CONSTANT PREOCCUPATION. BUT AS DEVELOPMENTS 
IN ONE OR THE OTHER OF THESE TERRITORIES OCCUR AND 
INITIATIVES ARE UNDERTAKEN, THERE IS THE RISK OF THE 
PROBLEMS OF ONE OR TWO OF THEM BEING RELEGATED FARTHER INTO 
THE BACKGROUND. THIS WOULD BE UNDERSTANDABLE BUT WRONG. 

I AM HAPPY THEREFORE THAT IN HIS TALKS WITH MR. VORSTER, 
VICE-PRESIDENT MONDALE WILL BE TAKING UP SIMULTANEOUSLY 
THE ISSUES OF RHODESIA, NAMIBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA ITSELF. 

MR. SECRETARY OF STATE, I WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT 
YOU CAN COUNT ON MY RESPECTING THE SENSITIVITY OF THESE 
EXCHANGES. ON THE OBJECTIVE OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS, 

OF FREEDOM WITH JUSTICE, AND OF INDEPENDENCE IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, WE ARE AGREED. I SEE THAT MR. VORSTER IS A KEY 
FACTOR IN THE RESOLUTION OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN PROBLEMS; 

HE AND HIS REGIME ARE THE POINT OF CONVERGENCE OF OUR 
SPEARATE AND SOMETIMES JOINT EFFORTS TO THE RESOLUTION OF 
THE PROBLEMS IN THE REGION. 
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ONCE AGAIN, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMUNICATION. 
IN THIS REGARD, I SHALL BE HAPPY TO MEET AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG IN MAPUTO. 

YOURS SINCERELY, 

BENJAMIN MKAPA 

END TEXT. 

LEVIN 
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